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Reflection of the Month: In God and the World Pope Benedict XVI stated 

that if you only want to have love, that is just exactly when you never receive it, for it 

becomes selfish, twisted, and naturally the other person feels this. We all need to 

learn to love a little better. 

 

Statistic of the Month: According to Young Catholic America: Emerging 

Adults In, Out Of, And Gone From The Church, factors during the teenage years that 

were strongly correlated to indicators of a strong faith as a young adult such as 

frequent Mass attendance, frequent prayer, and self-reported importance of religious 

faith were having highly religious parents, praying frequently, having several personal 

religious experiences (such as having one’s prayers answered), and attending Mass 

frequently. This highlights the importance of developing and maintaining a deeply 

personal relationship with Christ for both the parents and the children in a family. The 

family is the Domestic Church. 

 

Notable Catholic of the Month: Fr. Georges Lemaitre 

George Lemaître (July 17, 1894 to June 20, 1966) was a Belgian priest, theoretical 
physicist and mathematician who proposed the Big Bang theory, which is the central 
pillar of modern cosmology.  

Einstein published his theory of gravity (called General Relativity)  in 1916.  In 1922, a 
Russian mathematician Alexander Friedmann and a few years later Georges 
Lemaître, independently, found solutions to Einstein’s gravitational field equations that 
described a universe in which space itself is expanding. (The “metric tensor” that 
describes this is now called the “Friedmann-Lemaître-Robertson-Walker metric” or 
“FLRW metric.”) Meanwhile, the astronomer Slipher found evidence that galaxies were 
flying apart from each other at tremendous speeds.  It was Lemaître who combined 
these observations with the mathematics of General Relativity to propose, in 1927, 
that the universe is indeed expanding.  He also predicted from this hypothesis that the 
rate at which remote galaxies are receding from the earth should be proportional to 
their distance away. Few knew of Lemaître’s prediction at the time, so that when the 
astronomer Edwin Hubble discovered this relationship from observations in 1929 it 
came to be called the “Hubble Law” of cosmic expansion. In 2018, an overwhelming 
vote by the membership of the International Astronomical Union recommended that it 
be renamed the “Hubble-Lemaître Law.”  

In 1930, Lemaître suggested that the expansion of the universe began from a state of 
enormous density, which he called “the Primeval Atom” and which is now called “the 
Big Bang.” Lemaître’s thinking about cosmology was remarkably prescient in several 
ways. He predicted that there should be observable radiation left over from the Big 
Bang explosion, which is correct, though he incorrectly identified it with cosmic 
rays.  This “cosmic background radiation,” which is now redshifted by the cosmic 
expansion to the microwave part of the electromagnetic spectrum, was discovered by 
Arno Penzias and Robert W. Wilson in 1964.  Lemaître also suggested that quantum 
effects should be of great importance at the time of the Big Bang, which is also 
believed to be correct (though his particular idea that the Big Bang was a radioactive 
decay of the “Primeval Atom” is not).  And in order to accommodate a realistic age of 
the universe, he proposed models in which the “cosmological constant,” a possible 
term in Einstein’s equations, leads to an accelerating phase of the universe’s 
expansion.  As it happens, in 1998 it was discovered that the universe’s expansion is 
indeed accelerating, due to “dark energy,” which is thought most likely to be the 
cosmological constant (though Lemaître’s particular model is not right in detail).   

 

 

 

 

Wisdom from the Desert Fathers: 

   A Brother came to Abbot Pastor and said, “Many distracting thoughts come into my 

mind, and I am in danger because of them.” Then the elder thrust him out into the 

open air and said, “Open up the garments about your chest and catch the wind in 

them.” But he replied, “This I cannot do.” So the elder said to him, “If you cannot catch 

the wind, neither can you prevent distracting thoughts from coming into your head. 

Your job is to say No! to them.” 
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Catechist in the Spotlight: Rhiannon Mueller 

Rhiannon Mueller has been a catechist at St. William of York for 6 
years.  She currently teaches Mathematics and Literature to 
middle schoolers at St. William of York Catholic School.  She is a 
recent convert to Catholicism.  She was a devout protestant until 
questions were unearthed after sending her son to St. William of 
York.  This unleashed a fervent desire in Mrs. Mueller to learn the 
Faith.  She was drawn to the clarity of what needed to be done as 
a Catholic to get to heaven.  Sacred Tradition was the missing 

piece of the puzzle that helped her to see Christ as a whole picture instead of 
through the keyhole of scripture.  Her favorite Saint is St. Photina-the Samaritan 
woman at the well.  She loves that she was the first evangelist and she went out 
as a bold and enthusiastic mouthpiece for Christ.  As a New Yorker, Mrs. Mueller 
can relate!  She loves teaching the faith with exuberance so that the children 
she teaches make it to Heaven. 

Administrative Notes: 

December Notes:  

• Wednesday classes will only take place on  December 1st and 15th  . 

• Sunday classes will be held on December 5, 12, and 19th. 

• Classes will resume January 5th (Wed) and  9th (Sun) after the holiday. 

• Holy Day of Obligation Mass Attendance Cards are required to be submitted 

(Dec. 8,  25th) . 

• Please pray for the Confirmandi who will be confirmed on Dec 4. 

• There will be a free Christmas concert on December 12 at 4 pm. 

• We are in a new Liturgical year. Here are some links to some interesting advent 

videos. 

Busted Halo's Advent in Two Minutes video 

Digital Advent calendar from Busted Halo  

 

Knights of Columbus -”Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest 

• Poster must reflect the theme KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

• Each poster should be original work. 

• Posters must be 11x17 inches in size. 

• Each poster must be submitted with a Knights of Colombus “Keep Christ 

in Christmas” Poster Contest Entry Form by December 12, 2021. 

• POC is Michael McLeese at Michael.Mcleese@yahoo.com 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC0FGQLBp7w
https://advent.bustedhalo.com/

